B-cell chronic lymphatic leukemia in Hodgkin's disease. A report of two patients with unusual chromosome features.
The development of B-cell chronic lymphatic leukemia in two patients who had previously been treated for Hodgkin's disease is described. In both cases aneuploidy and multiple chromosome aberrations of hemopoietic cells were evident. In one patient these changes included a clonal 14q + abnormality in association with other complex rearrangements, interpreted as translocation abnormalities involving t(6;14), 5(1;15), and t(17;19). Although the chromosome abnormalities in the other patient were nonclonal, a 14q abnormality also was detected, namely t(14q+;18q-). Other chromosome abnormalities (all nonclonal) in the two patients included translocations involving chromosome 5 and deletion of 7q in one patient and trisomy of chromosome 8 in the other. Although these abnormalities have been associated with the presence or development of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, acute nonlymphoblastic anemia, or myelodysplastic disorders, the findings in these patients suggest that the detection of clones and potential clones with these abnormalities may be only one stage in the development of secondary malignancy.